AgCountry

Gives Back

Support to rural communities and agriculture is part of our mission.

IN 2017, AGCOUNTRY SUPPORTED
AGRICULTURE AND THE RURAL COMMUNITIES
WHERE WE LIVE AND WORK IN A
VARIETY OF WAYS.
As a Farm Credit Services association, part of our mission is
to support rural communities and agriculture. AgCountry
Farm Credit Services sponsors many worthy programs in our
65 county service area and the rest of North Dakota, Minnesota
and Wisconsin. We donate to various causes, groups and
initiatives through our corporate and branch offices.

NDSU Farm Credit Fellows

AgCountry created and facilitates the Farm Credit Fellows Program
at North Dakota State University. The program is designed to help
students gain a better understanding of the agricultural credit system
and allow them to study special topics in the area of agricultural
finance. The program is conducted by the NDSU Department of
Agribusiness and Applied Economics and AgCountry Farm Credit
Services in Fargo, ND. Partnering Farm Credit associations include
Farm Credit Services of North Dakota in Minot, ND and Farm Credit
Services of Mandan in Mandan, ND.

The Next Generation of Ag Leaders

The future of American agriculture depends on the success
of the next generation of farmers, ranchers and ag leaders.
Because of their importance, we support organizations that
focus on youth education and leadership. These groups
and initiatives include: 4-H, FFA, Ag in the Classroom,
Student NAMA and other local leadership programs.

The 2017-2018 Farm Credit Fellows class.

Getting Started…

The American FFA Degree is awarded to FFA members who have demonstrated
the highest level of commitment to FFA. Pictured are the 2017 recipients.

College Scholarships

AgCountry provides 36 scholarships each year to graduating
high-school seniors who are from farming families or who
are pursuing a career in agriculture. We feel it’s important
to support both those coming from the farm and those
returning to the farm.

Young & beginning farmers
face a number of unique
challenges, so AgCountry
provides them support in a
number of ways. In addition
to our special programs,
scholarships are available
to young and beginning
farmers for appropriate
farm/business management
classes and other educational
opportunities.

A young beginning farm family
from Hutchinson, MN.

Grain Bin Rescue Program

Hunger Related Causes

In 2017 AgCountry began its Grain Bin Rescue Program to help
support rural communities and promote farm safety, and through the
program donates grain bin rescue units to area fire departments. The
units are designed to be used specifically for grain bin entrapments.

We also care about the people in the communities where we
work and live. Through our network of local offices, AgCountry
makes annual donations to local hunger-related organizations
and food shelves.

As part of the program,
the selected departments
also undergo training on
use of the equipment.
Twelve units were donated to departments in our
territory in 2017.
Area fire department volunteers
receive training for the grain
bin rescue units.

Hunger donations in 2017
were distributed to more than
80 organizations throughout
our 65 county territory including:
• County and community food pantries

Supporting Commodities and Agriculture Groups
Each year AgCountry is proud to support the efforts of commodity
groups and agriculture organizations such as Farm Bureau,
Farmers Union, Farm Rescue, AgriWomen and many Extension
and Farm Safety programs.
With so much information (and misinformation) readily available
to consumers, it’s more important than ever that agriculture has a
voice. AgCountry supports numerous Ag Advocacy groups such
as Common Ground and the Speak for Yourself
Program in their efforts to continue that strong voice.
AgCountry proudly supports Farm Rescue, a nonprofit organization
that provides planting, harvesting and haying assistance free
of charge to family farmers who have suffered a major injury,
illness or natural disaster.

• Community action programs
AgCountry team members make
the rounds, delivering annual
donations to our local communities.

• Backpack programs
• Homeless shelters
• Other hunger related organizations
and programs

Community Giving

Community involvement is an important way for us to further
our mission. AgCountry donates to a variety of local causes.
We also provide donations to support the rural communities
where we live and work.

Agriculture Universities and Colleges
Over the years AgCountry has supported the building and advancement
of agriculture studies at various colleges and universities in our area.
AgCountry teamed up with other Farm Credit institutions to help fund a
new and exciting project for agricultural education. The Farm Wisconsin
Discovery Center, located in eastern Wisconsin, is a state-of-the-art interactive experience with a focus on sustainable and responsible farming
practices. Visitors will get an up close view of how a variety of crops are
grown along with how products like cheese are made. This new venture
will help educate the general public while telling the story of agriculture.

Ground breaking
ceremony for the
Farm Wisconsin
Discovery
Center.

AgCountry team members from the Graceville, MN office present a donation
for playground equipment to an area school.

Many AgCountry offices
support their local United
Way chapters through
volunteerism and financial
support. Employees are
given the option of lending
their support via automatic
payroll deduction, which
qualifies for a company
match.

Volunteer Efforts

Through AgCountry’s ‘Give Back’ volunteer program, employees
are allowed a set number of paid hours each year to spend
volunteering for causes near and dear to them. Thousands of
hours are committed to charities, fundraisers and special events.
Our employees are
the backbone of
everything we do,
and we’re proud
they are willing to
share their many
talents in their
communities.
Team members from
the Medford, WI office
participate in the
Christmas Wish project.

2017 Giving Summary
AgCountry donated over $620,000
in support of agriculture and our communities.
• 4-H/FFA/Youth

$132,000

• Young Beginning Farmer Scholarships
• United Way

$22,000

$31,000

• Support for Commodity and Agriculture Groups

$62,000

$68,000
• College Scholarships $42,000
• Fire, Rescue and Rural Initiatives $44,000
• Schools and School Activities $41,000
• Agriculture Universities and Colleges $20,000
• Other Gifts to our Local Communities $151,000
• Local Hunger Related Causes

Distributed in our 65 county service area to causes, organizations and events
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